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however  much men, whose feet  are  chained  to
,the earth, may admire the noble bird,

" With its pride and ample pinion,
Sailing with supreme dominion
Through the azure deeps of alr.}l

The keenness of vision, however, of the eagle and
vulture cannot be exaggerated, and every sports-
man knows how quickly the carcase of a deer, even
when drawn under cover immediately after it is
killed in the open, becomes the prey of a ilock of
vultures, of whom not one could previously be seen
by the human eye in the cloudless expanse of sky
commanded from heights of many thousand feet
above the level of the sea.

The eagle, of course, is not a carrion feeder, and
holds, like the bird in the Russian fable, that a day
on which life is supported by fresh food is worth a
year in which carrion is consumed.

Vultures are bigger than eagles, and it is pretty
certain that there are no authenticated instances of
either bird having attacked a grown man.

The spectacle of a flock of vultures consuming
the carcase of a deer, hissing and striking at one
another with their beaks, and gorging themselves
with the bleeding flesh, is gruesome in the extreme,
and one not readily forgotten. Eagles, however,
are not found gathered together where the carcase
is, and, so far as is known to the writer of t&ese